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General Iviills, Inc. 
General Offices 

Post Oflice Box 1113 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55440 

Engineering Folic/ 

June 12, 1981 
u s EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

469833 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
1935 West County Road B-2 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

Attention: Mr. Dale L. Wikre 
Director, Solid and Hazardous Waste Division 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed for your information are photocopies of the waste facility notifi
cation forms (and attachments) which were filed with the federal Environmental 
Protection ^ency by General Mills, Inc. and Henkel Corporation, pursuant to 
Section 103(c) of the Federal Comprehensive Envirormental Response, Compensa
tion and Liability Act ("Superfund"). 

According to our best information, the disposal site reported in the enclo
sures has not been used for nearly 20 years; that is, a period which preceded 
the acquisition of the facility by Henkel Corporation and its predecessor 
companies. The existence and location of the site was confirmed only recently, 
and was previously unknown to the persons who now oversee enviroranental affairs 
and accomplished the respective, internal Superfund-related audits for these two 
companies. 

Since the recent discovery of the absorption pit or pits at the facility, 
soil borings have been conducted around the immediate site. Samples of soil 
recovered have been submitted to an independent laboratory for characteriza
tion and analysis. Pending the receipt of analytical results, we are unable 
to make judgments about the conditions of soil or groundwater. 

We have also recently received other, but so-far unconfirmed, oral reports 
that some small quantities of other laboratory and pilot plant waste materials 
may have been disposed of, from time to time in prior years, on the trackage 
right-of-way v*\ich is now owned by Burlington Northern and abuts the facility 
on its southern side. Some of this railroad property is now leased by Henkel 
for parking and roadway use at the facility. Again, because these matters 
have come to our attention only recently, and because memories have faded, we 
have not completed our investigation into these other reports. We plan to 
continue that investigation, but are presently unable to say whether or not, 
in fact, those disposals occurred or what they entailed. It may be necessary 
to do some exploratory trenching or digging on this railroad property, and we 
have already received the necessary approvals from Burlington Northern. 

l is I i r e c y c l e d pape © 



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
June 12, 1981 
Page 2 

Upon completion of these further investigative steps and our evaluation of 
their results, we will also evaluate any responsibilities which may arise 
under 6 MCAR Section 4-9004, Chapter 115 of Minnesota Statutes, and related 
county and city ordinances. 

As indicated on the enclosed report forms, each company has designated a 
contact person. I am one of these contact persons and, by agreement of the 
companies, will be the primary coordinator of liaison with your offices. Both 
ccanpanies have also designated other personnel to guide and evaluate their 
corporate actions in these matters and those of responding agencies. It is 
our mutual intention that both contact persons be involved in all agency 
contacts along with, as appropriate, other members of the companies' response 
teams. Accordingly, if your agency desires any meetings with us, or visita
tions to the site, please respect our desire that scheduling be coordinated 
with representatives of both companies. Mr. Vaughn and I will gladly assist 
in those coordinations. 

Very truly yours, 

GENERAL MILLS, INC. 

yy^y^ 
'J[^ William Haun, P.E. 
Vice President 

JWH/ms Engineering E^licy 

cc Mr. Dennis J . Vaughn - Henkel/HTC - Regulatory Affairs 

bcc T, M. Dailey - Henkel/PP - Law 
K. D. Chm 
C, L. Whitehill 
P. L. E^rker 
D. J . Thimsen 
RF/JF 
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This initial notification information is 
required by Section 103(c) of the Compre
hensive Environmental Response, Compen
sation, and Liability Act of 1980 and must 
be mailed by June 9, 1981. 

PleaS'E: type cr p.-in'; ;n ;.n,;. IT you nee:! 
additior.Hi sp^cp, u i s s ip i i ra to sheets of 
paper. Indicate; the ietier of the i tem 
wh ich applies. 

uniied S:ai^3 
Enviroamentd! Protect.on 
Agency 
WdShingto-i DC 2C450 

Person Requi red t o No t i f y ; 

Enter the name and address of the person 
iT organization required to notify 

Name General Mills, Inc. 

s„Bai 9200 Wayzata Boulevard 

C'tY Minneapolis Stais m Zip Code 55426 

Site Loca t ion : 

Enter the common name (if known) and 
ictual location of the site. 

Name of Sue TechnJcal Center/Research Laboratories 

sireei 2010 East Hennepin Avenue 

C'ty Minneapnii.s County Hennepin S'̂ :-.- MM Opcode 55415 
*»rson t o Con tac t : 

.nter the name, title (if applicable), and 
usiness telephone number of the person 
) contact regarding information 
ubmi»*ed on this form. 

Name (Last. First ?nd Tula) HaUn, J . William 

Vice President - Engineering Policy 

(612) 540-2473 

RKIQC 

Telephone: 
•ates of Waste Handling: 
nter the years that you estimate waste 
eatment, storage, or disposal began and 
-ided at the site. 

From (Year) 1 9 4 7 To (Year) 1962---Estimated 

/aste Type : Choose the opt ion you prefer to complete 

pt ion I: Select general waste types and source categories. If 
)U do not know the general waste types or sources, you are 
icouraged to describie the site in Item I—Description of Site. 

•nerai Type of Waste: 
ace an X in the appropriate 
ixes. The categories listed 
eriap. Check each applicable 
tegory. 

Source of Waste: 
Place an X in the appropriate 
boxes. 

. C w.ganics 
. O Inorganics 
. O Solvents 
. D Pesticides 
. O Heavy metals 
. D Acids 
. a Bases 
. D PCBs 
. n Mixed Municipal Waste 
. C Unknown 
. D Other (Specify) 

1. D Mining 
2. D Construction 
3. D Textiles 
4. D Fertilizer 
5. D Paper/Printing 
6. D Leather Tanning 
7. D Iron/Steel Foundry 
8. D Chemical, General 
9. D Plating/Polishing 

10. D Military/Ammunition 
11. D Electrical Condtictors 
12 D Transformers 
13. D Utility Companies 
14. D Sanitary/Refuse 
15. D Photofinish 
16. D Lab/Hospital 
17. D Unknown 
18. a Other (Specify) 

m Approved 
B No. 2000-0138 
• Form 6900-1 

chemical sper.ialtipc; 

Option 2: This option is available to persons familiar with the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Section 3001 
regulations (40 CFR Part 261) 

Specific Type of Waste: 
EPA has assigned a four-digit number to each hazardous waste 
listed in the regulations under Section 3001 of RCRA. Enter the 
appropriate four-digit number in the boxes provided. A copy of 
the list of hazardous wastes and codes can be obtained by 
contacting the EPA Region serving the State in which the site is 
located. 

i— 
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W a s t e Q u a n t i t y : 

Place an X in the appropriate boxes to 
indicate the facil i ty types found at the s.tc-. 

In the " tota l facil i ty waste amoun t " space 
give the est imated combined quant i ty 
(volume) of hazardous wastes at the site 
using cubic feet or gal lons 

In the " to ta l faci l i ty a rea" space, give the 
est imated area size wh i ch the faci l i t ies 
occupy using square feet or acres. 

Faciii 

1 

2 

3 [ 

4 [ 

h I 

• 

ty lyp t ; 

Piles 

Lane Tre5:rri0!^t 

La-df iH 

Tnnks 

l ( i i ;u ) i in ( l . i ; (Mi i 

U i i i l i ! ' y iO ' . i iK i In i t fC l ion 

Drurr^s, Abuve Ground 

Drums, Belo-/j Ground 

Total F j , - , i:-, V./nste A m o u n t 

CLh.' f" . N/A 

pits: g.ii'.T̂- 1,000 gallons/year (ast._! 

Tot i ' , Tf.c.i it, ' A foa 

•.,,,„.. I unkno\\'n, but limited 

N/A 

Other (y;p».cifY)soil absorption p i t s and possible miscella
neous bur ia ls (quanti t ies ^ types unknown)-

K n o w n , S u s p e c t e d o r L i k e l y R e l e a s e s t o t h e E n v i r o n m e n t : 

Place an X in the appropriate boxes to indicate any known, suspected, 
or (ikely releases of wastes to the env i ronment . 

D Known B Suspected H L ike i / _. None 

N o t e : I tems H a n d I are opt ional . Complet ing these items w i l l assist EPA and State and local gcvf i rnments in locating and assessing 
hazardous was te sites. A l t hough complet ing the items is not required, you are encourac;ed to u j so 

S k e t c h M a p o f S i t e L o c a t i o n : ( O p t i o n a l ) 

Sketch a map show ing streets, h ighways, 
routes or o ther p rominent landmarks near 
the site. Place an X on the map to indicate 
t h e site locat ion. D raw an ar row show ing 
the d i rect ion nor th . You may subst i tute a 
publ ish ing map show ing the si te locat ion. 

See attached plot plan and U.S. Geological Survey 
topographical map. 

Description of Site: (Optional) Site is still used as research facility. Information regarding 
absorption pit disposals of waste organics and solvents from 
research laboratories, and possible small-quantity burials of 
unknown other materials was obtained from the recollections 
of long-term enployees. The burials are reported to have 
possibly occurred on railway property subsequently (now) 
leased for facility parking and a driveway. Details regarding 
the types and amounts of material placed into the soil absorp

tion pits, and possibly buried at other site locations are unclear and under investigation. 
Attached U.S.G.S. map shows proximity of nearby residential and commercial development. An 
industrial water sî jply well (non-potable) exists at the facility. Investigations and analyses 
of soil conditions at the site are in progress. 

Describe the history and present 
cond i t ions of t he site. Give direct ions to 
t h e site and descr ibe any nearby we l ls , 
spr ings, lakes, or housing. Include such 
infr 3t ion as h o w waste w a s disposed 
anc nere the was te came f rom. Provide 
any other in fo rmat ion or comments w h i c h 
may help describe the site condi t ions. 

S i g n a t u r e a n d T i t l e : 

The person or author ized representat ive 
(such as plant managers, super intendents. 
t rustees or attorneys) of persons required 
lo not i fy must s ign the form and provide a 
mai l ing address (if di f ferent t han address 
in i tem A). For other persons providing 
lo t i f i ca t ion, the s ignature is opt ional . 
"heck the boxes w h i c h best describe the 
elat ionship to the site of the person 
equi red to noti fy. If you are not required 
o not i fy check " O t h e r " . 

Name J . William Haun 

Street Post Office Box 1113 

CHY Minneapolis Slaie NiN Z.pCode 5 5 4 4 0 

'̂ x 

D Owner , Present 

E Owner . Past 

D Transporter 

D Operator, Present 

S Operator, Past 

D Other 

' ^ £ - - x ^ Date / y o y / a / y ' r i 
yice,7Pre^ident - Engineering Policy 
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<yEPA Notif ication of HazarcJous Waste Site t nv'f onmeniot Prolncl 'on 
Aq' nrv 
V;.)s',.n;:or. DC :0-;CO 

This ini t ial not i f icat ion iniorni.Ttion is 
reri i j i reJ by Section 103|c) of the Cor-ni;i(;-
hensivp E.nvironnicntal Rcsrion^o. Coir.i 'en-
sat'on, and Li.itnliiy Act of lOKO arid n.ust 
bo fnjilL.'J hy June 9. 1981 

Please tvpe or print in inK If yOu neucJ 
adctiiioi.ul space, use srparaie s:-.oois of 
p.tp'er li-.ri.caie Ihe luller of tne ile.-n 
which opDhes 

A P e r s o n R e q u i r e d t o N o t i f y : 

Enter tho name and address cf the pc-sjn ' " H e i t k e l C o r p O r a t i o n 
or otgamzalion rcquned to notily A620 West 77th Street 

r.iv Minneapolis MN 55A35 

B S i t e L o c a t i o n ; 

Enter the common narr.c (if knovvnl and 
actual location of t l ie site. 

N.imro(snc TechnJcal Center/Research Laboratories 

si"--i 2010 East Hennepin Avenue 

riy Minneapolis c•->.r̂.. Hennepin si;n»> MN 2uz,.c.- 55413 

C Person to Contact: 
Enter the name, tit le |if applicatile). and 
business telephone number ol Ihe person 
to contact regarding mformatior\ 
submitted on this form. 

fj.inu-!i.ĵ : f.-MandT.iii.i VaughH, Dennis J . 

K K X Corporate Environmental Engineer 
Corporate Regulatory Affairs 
Telephone; (612),378-7662 

D Dates of Waste Handling; 

En'er the years that you cst i r ro ie waste 
treaimont. storage, or disposal began and 
ended at the site. * 

c,omivo.vi 1947 Toivo.-.., 1962 - Estimated 

E Waste Type: Choose the option you'prefer to complole 

Opt ion I: Select general waste typos and sovirct c;n>jgories. If 
you do not know the general waste typos or sources, you are 
encouraged to descntje the sue in Item I—Description of S'te. 

General Type of Waste: 
Place an X in the appropriate 
boxes The categories listed 
overlap. Check each applicable 
category-

1. S Organics 

2. D Inorganics 
3. [3 Solvents 
4. D Pesticides 

5. D Heavy metals 

6 D Acids 

7 D Bases 

B. D PCBs 

9 G Mixed (*/unicipal V.'asie 
10. X Unknown 

11 . • Other (Specify) 

Source of Waste: 
Place an X m tne approprioio 
boxes 

1. t'J Min iny 

2. Q Construction 

3. D Textiles 

4. D Fertilizer 

5 D Pnper/Pr in i .ng 

6 CJ Leather Tanning 

7. [ } Iron.'Sieol foundry 

8 O Chemical. General 

G T2 Pl.T.ir.y Polishing 

10 Li fv l iMary/Animuni t ion 

11 m electrical Conduciors 

12 U Translof i i icrs 

13 r j Uti l i ty Companies 

14 : J S-* - . I ; ,TY Rofuse 

15 :T Piiotr,l;n.si, 

IG. f 1 LAU Hcspua! 

17 ; 1 U rknown 

13 S Other (Specify) 

chemiiial_s P-S.c i a i t i e sj 
r e sea rch f a c i l i t y 

Opt ion 2: This option is availa'ole to persons familiar wi th ti-e 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Section 3031 
regulations (40 CFR Pan 251) 

Speci f ic Type of Waste: 
EPA has assigned a lour-digit number to each hszarcous waste 
listed in t.ie regulations under Section 3001 of RCRA Enter the 
appropriate four-digi l number in the boxes provided A copy cf 
Ihe list of hazardous wastes and codes can be obtained by 
contacting tne EPA ReQion serving the State m which tha site is 
located. 

L . 

c 
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N o t i f i c a t i o n of K a z . i r d o u s W a s t i ; S i te 

Waste Quantity 
Pl.TCc ail X in the appropn. i i i ' bo«(.'S to 
indicate the facility types lou/id iit tlie Site 

\n [lie " total I.Tciiily waste amount" r>;).ici.' 
(|ive tl ie esi imai i 'd comumcd auantiiy 
(volume) ol hazardous wastes at ll ie site 
using cubic feet or gallons 

In tho ' loial facility area" space, givi.' the 
estimated area sue wh ich the facilities 
occupy using square feet or acres 

Side Two 

Facility Type 

1 a Piles 

2 n L.ind Treatment 

3 D Landfil l 

i G Tanks 

6 • Impoundment 

6 C Underground Injection 

7 G OrumiS. Above GrOLnri 

3 C Drums. Below Ground 

Total Fncility Waste Amoun t 

c.,:.c N / A 

p i t s ; ,,...„, 1,000 ga l l ons /yea r ( e s t . ) 

Total Facility Area 

VI i-vi-'••' unknown, but limited 

N/A 

G K n o w n , S u s p e c t e d or Lil<ely Re leases to t he E n v i r o n m e n t : u n k n o w n ) 

Place an X m the appropriate boxus to indicate any known, suspected. 
or likely releases of wastes lo the environment 

9 :R: Other isnecifvi s o i l abso rp t i cn p i t s and p o s s i b l e 
tt i isceiianeous b u r i a l s ( q u a n t i t i e s and types 

i : ||-nui.vn S Suspected C Likely G Nr.nt 

Note; Items Hand I are optional Completing ihtise items wi l l assist EPA nnd State arid local governments m locating and asse^-i' q 
hazardous waste sues. Al though con^'plcimg the ilef.'vs is not reciu^red. you ate encour?..;ed to do so 

H Sketch Map of Site Location: (Ormonol) 

Sketch a map showing streets, highways. 
routes or other prominent landmarks near 
the Site Place an X on the map to indicate 
the sue location. Draw an arrow showing 
the direction north. You may substitute a 
publ ishing map showing the site location 

See attached plot plan and U.S. Geological 
Survey topographical map. 

I D e s c r i p t i o n o f S i t e : (Op t iono l ) 

Describe the history and present 
conditions of the site Give directions lo 
the sue and describe any nearby wel ls. 
springs, lakes, or housing. Include such 

Site is still used as research facility. Information 
regarding absorption pit disposals of waste organics and 
solvents from research laboratories, and possible small-
quantity burials of unknown other materials was obtained 

';:rh"r,hirs',rcameX'r;''roll from the reconectlons of long-term employees. The 
any other information or comments wnich b u r i a l s a r e r e p o r t e d t O h a v e p o s s i b l y o c c u r r e d o n r a i l -
may help describe the site conditions _ „ _..̂  1 .-, , S -i J . C ^ •-!•.._ 

way property subsequently (now) leased for facility 
parking and a driveway. Details regarding the types and amounts of material placed 

;o the soil absorption pits, and possibly buried at other site locations are unclear 
and under investigation. Attached U.S.G.S. map shows proximity of nearby residential 
and conmiercial development. An industrial water supply well (non-potable) exists at 
the facility. ' Investigations and analyses of soil conditions at the site are in 
progress. 

J Signature and Title: 
The person or authorized represent,i i ive 
(such as plant managers, supei inteni lenis. 
trustees or attorneys) of persons reqimed 
to notify must sign the form and (irovule a 
mail ing address (if different than adtress 
in Item A) For other persons providun] 
notif ication, the signature is optional 
Check the boxes which best descrit)i; tne 
relationship to the Site of tl ie person 
required to notify If you are not required 
to notify check "Otner " 

|tK.I)(.L m-Tli inVii '- i l H * - « l . 845 urn] 

BILLING CODE 6S«0-2»-C 

F. William Tuominen 

2010 East Hennepin Avenue 

y^ nneapo l i s 

S - . ; ' > j l i i 

s , . , ^ 55413 

T i m //-LJHLH--U^ 
.ce President - Direct Vice President - Director 

Research and Development 

(S Owner, Present 

G Owner. Past 

D Transporter 

K Operator. Prrs^ni 

D Ooerator. Past 

D Other 
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August, 1981 
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PRIORITY: C 

FACILITY: General Mills, Inc. - Henkel Corp. (General Mills was 
former owner and 
disposer; Henkel 
present owner) 

LOCATION; Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota 

MPCA/EPA STAFF: Michael Ayers 
Lisa Thorvig (Tech) 

PROBLEMS ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL: 
-disposal of organics, solvents, and small quantities of laboratory 
and pilot plant waste material from chemical specialties research 
facility in soil adsorption pits (1947 - 1962) 

-contamination of soil 
-potential contamination of ground water near soil absorption pits 

ACTIONS TAKEN: 
-inspection of site on June 20, 1981 to observe two investigative 
trenches being excavated along south edge of Henkel Corp. property 

-on June 24, 1981 Agency staff split ground water samples from on-
site monitoring well with Soil Exploration Company for analytical 
testing 

-July 13, 1981 the Agency received- the analytical results from the 
June 24, 1981 sampling. The results show contamination in ground 
water of purgeable aromatic compounds and purgeable halogenated 
hydrocarbons at the site 

LAST ACTION TAKEN: 
-letter was sent to General Mills, Inc. on August 7, 1981 informing 
them of the analytical result from the split sampling and requesting 
that they proceed to contract with an independent consultant to 
conduct a hydrogeologic investigation of the site 

ACTIONS NEEDED: 
-hydrogeologic investigation 
-well search 

ENFORCEMENT STRATEGY: 
-dependent upon continued company cooperation 

ATTORNEY GENERAL ASSISTANCE: 
-none at this time 



PRIORITY! 

FACILITY! 

LOCATIOH: 

HPCA/EPA STAFF: 

General Hills, Inc, 

October, 1981 
Page 21 

Henkel Corp. (General Mills was 
- f o r m e r ouner and 

disposer; Henkel 
present owner) 

Hlnoeapolls, Hennepin County, Hinnesota 

Michael Ayers 
Lisa Thorvig (Tech) 

PROBLEHS ACTUAL OR POTEWTIAL: 
-disposal of organics, solvents, and small quantities of laboratory 
and pilot plant waste material from chemical specialties research 
facility In soil adsorption pits (1947 • 1962) 

-contanlnatIon of soil 
-potential contamination of ground water near soil absorption pits 

testing 
-J 
J 

hydrocarbons at the site 

esi1ng 
luly 13, 1981 the Agency received the analytical r 
lune 24, 1981 sampling. The results show contamin 
later of purgeable aromatic compounds and purgeabl 
vHrnr>rhnn« mt fh* e l f * 

on ^epiemDcr 3 , 19B1, General Hills, Inc. submltte 
Soil Exploration Company report on soil and ground 
General Hills, Inc. contracted with Barr Englneerl 
geologic Investigation of site and submitted study 

Invest I 
1 Corp. 
amples f 
for ana 

esults f 
atlon In 
e haloge 

, 1981 I 
ing and 
consulta 

d a copy 
water s 

ng to do 
proposa 

gat 1 ve 
property 
rom on-
lytlcal 

rom the 
ground 

nated 

nforming 
request Ing 
nt to 

of 
amplIng 
hydro-

1 on 

y 

geologic investlg. 
September 3 0, 1981 

LAST ACTIOW TAKEW: 
-meeting held with General Hills, Inc. and Barr Engineering on 
October 9, 1981 to discuss study proposal 

ACTIONS HEEDED: 
-Agency will send letter to General Hills, Inc. making recommendations 
on hydrogeologic study proposal 

-hydrogeologic Investigation 
-well Search 
EWFORCEHENT STRATEGY: 
- d e p e n d e n t upon c o n t i n u e d company c o o p e r a t i o n 
ATTQRWEr U H H i ASSISTANCE: 
-r iui ie at T h i s l i n e 

PRIORITY; 

FACILITY: 

LOCATION: 

October, 1981 
Page 22 

Hopkins Agricultural Chemical (plant formerly owned by 
Allied Chemical Co.) 

East Broadway Avenue 
HInneapolls, Hennepin County, Hinnesota 

HPCA/EPA STAFF; Stephen Lee 
Lisa Thorvig (Tech) \ 

PROBLEHS ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL: 
-soil contaminated with pesticides 

ACTIONS TAKEN: 
-company sampled soil and ground water December, 1980 and report 
submitted February, 1981 

-HPCA has requested the company on Hay 11, 1981 to prepare plans to 
excavate and properly dispose of contaminated soil, and to test 
nearby wells 

-Allied Chemical Company notified the EPA In June, 1981 that Allied 
had disposed of wastes or wastewater containing pesticides, organics, 
and solvents during their ownership of the site in the 1950's and 
1960's 

-on September 3, 1981 HPCA requested Hopkins and/or Allied to describe 
their plans for remedial action at the site 

LAST ACTION TAKEN: , ̂ . 
-Allied and Hopkins requested a meeting to discuss whether available 
data Is adequate to plan remedial actions -.̂  

ACTIONS NEEDED: 
-proper excavation and disposal of soil 
-sampling nearby wells 

ENFORCEHENT STRATEGY: 
-dependent upon companies' cooperation and results of upcoming meeting 

ATTORNEY GENERAL ASSISTANCE: 
-none at this tIme 


